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Year 5 – Spring Block 3 – Tenses – Using the Past Perfect Form

About This Resource:

This PowerPoint has been designed to support your teaching of this small step. It includes a starter activity and an 

example of each question from the Varied Fluency and Application and Reasoning resources also provided in this 

pack. You can choose to work through all examples provided or a selection of them depending on the needs of 

your class.

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5: (5G4.1b) Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G4.1b
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/search/?fwp_topic=gps-scheme-of-work
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/using-the-past-perfect-form-year-5-tenses-resource-pack
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Year 5 – Spring Block 3 – Tenses – Using the Past Perfect Form

Notes and Guidance

• Once children are able to recognise the past perfect form, they can move on to using the past perfect form.

• Children should draw on their learning from the previous step in order to use the past perfect form within their 

own sentences, as well as changing verbs to and from the past perfect form. 

Focused Questions

• Change this sentence so that it is written in the past perfect form.
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Year 5 – Spring Block 3 – Tenses

Step 4: Using the Past 

Perfect Form
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Introduction

Ruby thinks she has correctly identified all the verbs that are in the 

past perfect form in the passage below. Is she right?

Even though the food at the party was delicious, I 

couldn’t eat everything that was on my plate as I had 

eaten a snack not long before and had felt full up after 

that. I really hope I hadn’t offended anybody by not 

eating much of the fantastic buffet they had kindly 

provided for the guests. 
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Introduction

Ruby thinks she has correctly identified all the verbs that are in the 

past perfect form in the passage below. Is she right?

Even though the food at the party was delicious, I 

couldn’t eat everything that was on my plate as I had 

eaten a snack not long before and had felt full up after 

that. I really hope I hadn’t offended anybody by not 

eating much of the fantastic buffet they had kindly 

provided for the guests. 

No, Ruby hasn’t identified all of them. ‘Had felt’ is also in the past 

perfect form.
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Varied Fluency 1

Tick the sentence which uses the past perfect form.

A. As the pirate ship sailed into 

the island harbour, the 

captain was determined to 

find the loot.

B. The pirate had seen amazing 

treasure before, but never as 

much, nor as beautiful, as 

this.
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Varied Fluency 1

Tick the sentence which uses the past perfect form.

A. As the pirate ship sailed into 

the island harbour, the 

captain was determined to 

find the loot.

B. The pirate had seen amazing 

treasure before, but never as 

much, nor as beautiful, as 

this.


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Varied Fluency 2

True or false? The past perfect form has been used correctly in the 

sentence below.

The astronaut’s rocket had took off from the 

launch pad several months before and now it 

had reached its final destination, which was a 

great relief to everyone involved in the mission.
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Varied Fluency 2

True or false? The past perfect form has been used correctly in the 

sentence below.

The astronaut’s rocket had taken off from the 

launch pad several months before and now it 

had reached its final destination, which was a 

great relief to everyone involved in the mission.

False, it should be ‘taken’.
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Varied Fluency 3

Match each sentence below to the correct verb in the past perfect 

form.

A. At breakfast, I ________________ some cereals and 

toast, which were delicious. 

B. Last night, I ________________ very well, but I still didn’t 

want to get up in the morning. 

had eaten had slept



© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

Varied Fluency 3

Match each sentence below to the correct verb in the past perfect 

form.

A. At breakfast, I ________________ some cereals and 

toast, which were delicious. 

B. Last night, I ________________ very well, but I still didn’t 

want to get up in the morning. 

had eaten had slept

had eaten

had slept
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Varied Fluency 4

Complete the sentence below using the verb ‘want‘ in the past 

perfect form.

Despite her great age, my gran _________________ to 

take part in a sky dive to raise money for charity.
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Varied Fluency 4

Complete the sentence below using the verb ‘want‘ in the past 

perfect form.

Despite her great age, my gran _________________ to 

take part in a sky dive to raise money for charity.

had wanted
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Reasoning 1

Read the sentences below. How does the use of the past perfect 

form change the meaning of the sentence? 

A. By the time he got to the front of the post office 

queue, William forgot what he wanted to post. 

B. By the time he got to the front of the post office 

queue, William had forgotten what he wanted to post. 

Explain your answer.



© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

Reasoning 1

Read the sentences below. How does the use of the past perfect 

form change the meaning of the sentence? 

A. By the time he got to the front of the post office 

queue, William forgot what he wanted to post. 

B. By the time he got to the front of the post office 

queue, William had forgotten what he wanted to post. 

Explain your answer.

In sentence A William forgot what he wanted to post when he got to 

the front of the queue. In sentence B he forgot …
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Reasoning 1

Read the sentences below. How does the use of the past perfect 

form change the meaning of the sentence? 

A. By the time he got to the front of the post office 

queue, William forgot what he wanted to post. 

B. By the time he got to the front of the post office 

queue, William had forgotten what he wanted to post. 

Explain your answer.

In sentence A William forgot what he wanted to post when he got to 

the front of the queue. In sentence B he had already forgotten 

before he got to the front of the queue.
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Application 1

Write two sentences using the word bank below, where one uses the 

past perfect form of the verb and changes the meaning of the 

original sentence.

dad home

go supermarket
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Application 1

Write two sentences using the word bank below, where one uses the 

past perfect form of the verb and changes the meaning of the 

original sentence.

Various possible answers, for example:

When I arrived home from school, my dad went to the supermarket 

to buy some milk.

When I arrived home from school, my dad had gone to the 

supermarket to buy some milk.

dad home

go supermarket
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Application 2

Rewrite the sentence so that it contains a verb in the past perfect 

form. Your sentence must also include two adjectives.

Before a storm, everyone made sure all of their 

belongings were stored away safely and 

sheltered indoors until it was over.
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Application 2

Rewrite the sentence so that it contains a verb in the past perfect 

form. Your sentence must also include two adjectives.

Before a storm, everyone made sure all of their 

belongings were stored away safely and 

sheltered indoors until it was over.

Various possible answers, for example:

Before a powerful storm, everyone had made sure all of their 
precious belongings had been stored away safely and had 

sheltered indoors until it was over.


